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The GOES-18 ABI Level 2 Cloud Mask product has reached Provisional validation status. The Caliop instrument on the
Calipso satellite was not available for validation purposes like it was for GOES-16 and GOES-17, limiting the "truth" datasets
for the existence of clouds. But given the approximate co-location of GOES-18 and with GOES-17, they can be compared
directly. This comparison shows very good agreement between the respective cloud masks. There is a new LUT update
expected in the near future which is likely to further improve the cloud mask performance. Overall, the GOES-18 Cloud Mask
is ready for operational use.
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