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1. Review Board Comments

The Board recognizes AWG Lead Dr. Andy Heidinger and his team for a rigorous analysis and detailed briefing in achieving
Cloud Temperature, Height, and Pressure L2 beta maturity validation. The independent comparison of the ABI meso,
CONUS, and FD Mode 3 and 4 products to VIIRS and MODIS provides appropriate independent reference data comparisons.
It would be good to have an independent validation assessment contributed externally by the ICWG. We understand this may
not be possible on the Path to Provisional Validation and is recommended and desired for Full Validation. With the prospect in
2018 of CALIPSO data loss, this is viewed as a minor concern given the availability of other satellite and airborne science
mission data over the next 5 years that will be publicly available. The GOES-R ER-2 airborne science field campaign data,
inclusive of S-HIS, CPL, and AVIRIS, collected from March-May 2017 concurrent with ABI, S-NPP, and MODIS, also could be
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3. Other Notes

Cloud Temperature, Height, Pressure-

Comparison to MODIS and VIIRS, also DOE ARM as backup to CALIOP. Andy says hard to Meso CALIPSO comparison so
Field Campaign has mesos coincident with ER2 lidar/AVIRIS etc.

Independent reference data comparison to NASA MODIS and CALIPSO products.
Good rigor in the cross reference data comparisons.

Address underestimate for highest clouds near Tropopause - cloud top height. Plan?
Independent assessment using ICWG?

Optimize highest priority for cloud Height improvements to benefit downstream DMWSs given their critical importance to NWP?
| agree downstream DMW most important. What are the specific tasks? Multi-layer high thin clouds, Trop, other?

Path to Provisional- 10 Golden Days

Recommendation- L2 reprocessing capability in STAR, may need additional infrastructure resources.

Beta validation- good rigor with independent reference data but prefer independent user-eg, ICWG- evaluation.

Requirement nuances- CALIPSO data loss minor concern. Other satellite and airborne science missions the next 5 years will
be publicly available.

Path forward on multi-layer clouds- concern, how important to meet downstream, eg DMW, meeting spec (speed bias
important for NWP for example). Do you agree with current LLRD and not produce the intermediate products- seems that
meso, CONUS and FD in Mode 3 and 4 should all be produced.
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Beta validation- good rigor with independent reference data but prefer independent user-eg, ICWG- evaluation.
Requirement nuances- CALIPSO data loss minor concern. Other satellite and airborne science missions the next 5 years will be publicly available.
 Path forward on multi-layer clouds- concern, how important to meet downstream, eg DMW, meeting spec (speed bias important for NWP for example). Do you agree with current L1RD and not produce the intermediate products- seems that meso, CONUS and FD in Mode 3 and 4 should all be produced.
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