Minutes of the Boise, ID 117th STIWG Meeting, May 2, 2012.

Opening Remarks and Administrative Issues – Linnea Keating – Acting STIWG Chairperson - USFS
Linnea Keating chaired the meeting in place of Bonnie Wyatt who could not make it to the meeting. The meeting was held at the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) in Boise, Idaho on Tuesday, May 2, 2012. An attendance sign-in sheet was circulated with copies of the meeting agenda made available.  Twenty-seven attendees signed the attendance sheets.  Rob Swofford of the NIFC provided logistical information for the NIFC and Boise area, and handed the meeting over to Linnea.  
A review of the Minutes from the last STIWG at Birmingham, AL was made and they were accepted without correction.  Actions assigned from that meeting were to be discussed as the meeting progressed.  Minutes from the last meeting can be found at http://acwi.gov/hydrology/stiwg/Meetings/index.html
Kay Metcalf, the DCS Program Manager, sadly announced the untimely death of Paul-Emile Bergeran of Canada.  Paul had been a frequent and active participant in the STIWG and TWG meetings.  This was followed by a round of self-introductions. 
Old Business
Standards for Binary Transmissions 

It was suggested that there was only one minor difference in the vendor proposals for implementing a binary format.  It was then proposed to see if any of the vendors present at the next day’s TWG would be willing to proceed with the effort.
LRGS Configuration Management:  
Warren Krug & Phil Whaley were to review the two byte source code identifier.  The code identifier listing is posted on the EDDN web site.  What identifier would be used when data make multiple hops (ie., EDDN – Wallops – USGS) was discussed.
Sutron’s support for LRGS now that Mike Maloney is no longer at Sutron was also discussed.    Mark Bushnell was asked to contact Sutron about the LRGS support. 
Mark Bushnell reported that he contacted Dan Farrell at Sutron and later spoke with Mike Maloney and that both reported that users should expect no change in LRGS support.  Wallops also reported that Mike is still under contract to do DCS maintenance for them as well.
The EDDN has LRGS support code posted on their web site.  And, Wallops said that they have been referencing EDDN data due to the more accurate timing that is used there. 

Debbie Braun would like to know from where the data originates which  may be easier to issue rather than the complete data path.  It was posed that perhaps the header could contain the desired information.

Status of the DCPI/DCP Command Project:
The current status of the DCP Command effort seems to be that progress has stalled.  Mark Bushnell reviewed a brief history of the project.  There has been about $50,000 spent so far of the $100,000 that was the anticipated cost.  There was a comment that Peter Woolner who is now working with the GOES-R team would like to get some of the DCP Command proprietary information for use with GOES-R.  The associated need for NOAA to develop a DCP Command (DCPC) ground system was discussed while Kay thought that DADDS could be the management system supporting a DCPC system. It was mentioned that this approach could save effort and money.  It was suggested that an RFI was still considered a way to get vendors to provide a technical approach along with a cost estimate to complete the project.  There was a brief discussion comparing Irridium with the DCPC approach.  The Wallops CDA agreed to accelerate the RFI progress with Phil Whaley to do the follow-up.
Action:  Phil Whaley and Mark Bushnell will generate an RFI to elicit vendor approaches for completion of the DCP Command Project. 

The Light Squared issue was reviewed.  The criticality of them usurping or interfering with the GOES DCS RF band has been reduced due Light Squared losing their FCC waver to broadcast in the adjacent band.  Their interference with the GPS band was largely responsible for the action.  It was emphasized that in spite of the recent success, the STIWG still needs to stay vigilant since there is bound to be more efforts to intrude on the DCS bandwidth.  It was recommended that a list or inventory of DCS receivers be prepared to emphasize the magnitude of the system.  The updated list should be presented to the STIWG and posted on the EDDN site.
Action:  A motion was made and passed for Debra Braun to update the list of DRGS systems.  Next, she will coordinate the posting of the list on the EDDN web site and the ACWI web site.
Version II Transmitters
Kay is currently working on a Version II transition plan.  The 300 bps plan is going well.  But the 1200 bps plan presents a much more difficult challenge since the 1200 bps assignments do not line up as nicely compared to the 300 bps assignments.  Kay will post a draft plan as soon as possible for users to review.  It was reported that the vendors are already selling Version II units and that most vendors are certified.  She reiterated that the long inter-leaver will not function with the new standards.  Users were reminded that no more Version I DCPs are to be sold after May 2012 with no more Version I deployment after May 31, 2013.  The question of whether a DCP needs to be sent back to the manufacturer in order to have an upgrade if there are certified maintenance personnel on a user’s staff who could do the job was again brought up.  Some users are ready to install upgraded software now.
Action:  Kay will talk to NESDIS/OSD to see if they will agree to let DCS users do Version I to Version II upgrades in house instead of sending the units back to a vendor.
EDDN at EROS
There was a discussion regarding the inability of users outside of the U.S. to access EDDN because of ITAR regulations.  ITAR governs the distribution of software.   It was remarked that the software has been replicated at NESDIS but some users are still having trouble. 
Action:  Kay will request a DADDS extension that would allow list downloads without the user needing to install a client.  Kay said that this should happen sometime after September 2012.
Funding support is a problem.  Kay estimates that there EDDN and DOMSAT would require about $150,000.  Last year USGS provided the missing funds.  Kay has suggested that NOAA fund DOMSAT and USGS fund EDDN.

DOMSAT
DOMSAT funding is a real problem.  There were reports of agency budget cutbacks.  Mark Bushnell remarked that the Internet has become more reliable and could possibly replace the DOMSAT functions.  However, there was a response describing a recent four week outage of Internet availability at NCDC.  Kay reported that she needed $75,000 for a new DOMSAT contract award.  Kay has written MOUs  to allow interagency funding transfers but is still searching for the final funding amount ($9500) for the current option.  Kay made a verbal appeal to the attending STIWG members to supply the needed balance.  Dave Benner (NESDIS/SSD) has already contributed $25K but it will be hard for him to be able to furnish the additional $9500.  

The possibility of replacing DOMSAT with LRIT was brought up.  Possible LRIT data reliability problems were discussed.   The potential for a NESDIS Internet failure that would cause an LRIT data delivery transfer was mentioned.  Also posed was whether or not the EDDN/LRIT could fill in for any NESDIS data delivery failure.  A DRGS backup at NSOF was also discussed but it was pointed out that there would still need to be data transfer to wallops in order to have transmission to GOES.  There was also concern regarding security authorities and their reach into the supporting Internet system.  Wallops mentioned that they have had to reboot the servers often and to restart the processes.
Mark Bushnell said that he has the potential for a few users to test the use of the LRIT system for DCS data reception. 

It was concluded that there will not be sufficient funding for DOMSAT beyond the few months for which Kay has current funding.

Action:  Kay will continue to pursue the funding needed for DOMSAT.

GOES DCS Technical Planning
Debbie Braun reported that she is still working on the DCS Annual Report and will continue to completion.
Other Old Business  

It was said that there is a need for a review of the EDDN DCS web page: the data source code page needs revision and the list of contacts requires an update.  Ref:  http://acwi.gov/hydrology/stiwg/index.html and http://eddn.usgs.gov/. 
Action: STIWG: the data source code page should be reviewed and provided to Dan Schwitalla for posting on the EDDN web.  Also, the contact information should be revised to reflect the latest changes.

New Business:

1.  Rob Swofford (the previous year’s STIWG Chair) reported on the NSF letter that he wrote.  The response from the NSF requires detailed technical information that will necessitate experts for generating answers to their questions.  Rob is gathering responses and will send the results to the NSF.  The issue is ongoing.

2.  Rob also said that the STIWG members voted down a motion to open the STIWG to State membership.  They reasoned that the states’ regulations would require a lot of extra paper work due to a host of spurious regulations.  This would be due to the fact that the STIWG is an advisory group whereas the TWG is a working group rather than an advisory group.  They gave as an example the FACA (Federal Advisory Committee Act) 
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/laws/fed-advisory-committee/. 

It was mentioned as new business that the LRGS support with Sutron and Mike Maloney would functionally remain the same and that there should be transparency for all intents.

Next meeting:  To coincide with Oceans 12, beginning on October 14, 2012.  Mark Bushnell will be the host chair in Virginia Beach, VA.  http://www.oceans12mtsieeehamptonroads.org/ 
Summary of Actions
Action:  Phil Whaley and Mark Bushnell will generate an RFI to elicit vendor approaches for completion of the DCP Command Project. 

Action:  Kay will talk to NESDIS/OSD to see if they will agree to let DCS users do Version I to Version II upgrades in house instead of sending the units back to a vendor.

Action:  Kay will request a DADDS extension that would allow list downloads without the user needing to install a client.  Kay said that this should happen sometime after September 2012.

Action:  Kay will continue to pursue the funding needed for DOMSAT.

Action: STIWG: the data source code page should be reviewed and provided to Dan Schwitalla for posting on the EDDN web.  Also, the contact information should be revised to reflect the latest changes.
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