Abstract for Polar Products Overview

The NOAA Polar-orbiting Environmental Satellite (POES) system has been providing continuous observations of the earth since April 1960.  This highly successful program continues today with a two-satellite constellation providing a variety of meteorological, oceanographic, climatic and other specialized data collections services.  Currently, NOAA-17 is the primary AM satellite and NOAA-16 is the primary PM satellite.  Our longer-term plans call for increasing cooperation with EUMETSAT as Metop satellites will assume the operational AM satellite mission in 2006.  This cooperative program, formerly entitled the Initial Joint Polar-orbiting System (IJPS), will present an opportunity for Direct Readout Users (DROs) to expand their current capabilities.  The polar products presentation will described new capabilities available in the IJPS era and will provide an overview of POES products available from NESDIS.   
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Tom Schott retired as a Lieutenant Colonel from the Air Force on 1 July 2001 after nearly 24 years of service.  From 1980 - 83 he established and managed a weather satellite direct readout site at Croughton, England where he provided tailored satellite products to over 30 Air Force and Navy bases throughout Europe.   From 1991 - 1994 he served at the Pentagon as the Air Force focal point for weather satellite programs and operations.  He was one of the Air Force leads on converging US polar orbiting weather satellites and received Vice President Gore's Hammer Award for his convergence efforts.  From 1999 - 2001 he worked at Offutt Air Force Base as the Chief of Weather Programs and was responsible for all Air Force weather acquisition efforts.  He oversaw sustainment and acquisition efforts for the weather satellite processing systems at Air Force Weather Agency and was the program manager for over 150 field terminals located around the world.  On 24 September 2001, Tom Schott assumed duties as the POES Product Manager at NESDIS.

