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The latest satellite in the operational GOES series, GOES-12, was launched on 23 July 2001. It achieved geostationary orbit on 12 August 2001. There was a six-week check-out period in the fall of 2001. Current plans are for this satellite to become operational (at the East position) during Spring 2003. The Imager on GOES-12 has been modified from the previous four imagers in this series. One change is the addition of a spectral band centered at 13.3 (m (at 8 km). The GOES-12 Imager also includes a spectrally modified 6.5 (m band with an improved spatial resolution from 8 km to 4 km at the sub-satellite point. The addition of the 13.3 (m band comes at the expense of eliminating the 12 (m band on the GOES-12/N/O/P Imagers. A 12 (m band will remain available on the GOES-12 and beyond Sounders, although with coarser spatial and temporal resolutions and less geographic coverage than is available with the GOES Imagers. The 12 (m band will be re-introduced on the next series of Imagers, slated to begin with GOES-R in approximately 2012. 

Beginning with GOES-N, the imager data outages associated with eclipses and Keep-Out Zones will be significantly reduced, due to the addition of an on-board battery. The 13.3 (m band will also be at 4 km resolution beginning with GOES-O.
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