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Abstract

Since its “birth” in 1986, EUMETSAT has grown into an Internationally recognised Organisation responsible for the specification, manufacture, launch and operation of meteorological satellite systems. It is currently operating the well-known Meteosat satellite system, and commissioning the first Meteosat Second Generation (MSG) satellite system. In 2005, it will launch and operate the first in a series of polar orbiting Metop satellites. It has a rapidly expanding user community, which is progressively becoming more global in character, and to meet user needs, a wide range of services and training activities have been developed over recent years.  

In this presentation a short overview of the EUMETSAT Organisation, its history and satellite programmes is first provided, followed by a more detailed presentation of the new Meteosat Second Generation (MSG) satellite system, the first satellite in the series of three (MSG-1) having been launched on 28 August 2002. The possibility of flying a fourth MSG satellite is currently being actively explored, together with preliminary planning of a Meteosat Third Generation series of geostationary meteorological satellites. The various services to be provided by MSG are also briefly described together with a short description of the principle MSG payload, the SEVIRI radiometer. A first image from SEVIRI was acquired very recently on 28 November 2002 and a few preliminary examples are included for general interest. Finally, details of the various MSG broadcasts are provided, together with an outline specification of the user stations, and a preview of an Internet based service for those users not wishing to take the direct broadcast. 




























