Dear GOES DCS Users,

The purpose of this memo is to inform you that the Domestic Satellite (DOMSAT) communications services contract that is currently being used to transmit GOES Data Collection System (DCS) data will terminate September 22, 2012.

NOAA’s plan to merge the GOES DCS DOMSAT service with a larger DOMSAT contract failed due to an inadequate amount of funds received from participating STIWG agencies.   An Interagency Agreement that would have provided significant funds from one contributing agency was not received in time to meet the established deadline for funding the new contract.  After an investigation of options, it was decided that there were no acceptable solutions to cover the funding shortfall. 

NOAA has exercised a 3 month option on the existing contract that will continue DOMSAT services until September 22, 2012.  This extension should allow all GOES DCS users sufficient time to transition to another distribution service.  As an alternative, NOAA recommends that users investigate the option to receive data via the GOES Low Rate Information Transfer (LRIT) broadcast service.  NOAA is currently in the process of making significant infrastructure improvements to ensure that LRIT continues to be an effective and reliable broadcast system.  Of course, users may also access GOES DCS data via the Internet through the DCS Administration and Data Distribution System (DADDS) , the NOAA LRGS servers (wcdadata.noaa.gov, wcdabackup.noaa.gov, nlrgs1.noaa.gov, nlrgs2.noaa.gov) and the cooperating USGS LRGS servers (eddn1.usgs.gov, eddn2.usgs.gov).   

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Kay Metcalf at (301) 817-4558, <kay.metcalf@noaa.gov> or Letecia Reeves at (301) 817-4563, <letecia.reeves@noaa.gov>.

Sincerely,

Kay Metcalf
NOAA GOES DCS Program Manager

