GOES-12 TO GOES-13 TRANSITION
On April 26, 2010, NOAA plans to begin transmitting DCS data through GOES-13, which will become the operational GOES-East satellite on April 14, 2010.  DCS data will continue to transmit through GOES-12, until April 26, 2010, even though it will have been replaced as the operational GOES-East satellite.
On February 23, 2010 NOAA began moving GOES-13 west at about half a degree per day.  GOES-12 will remain in its same location at 75W until the end of the move.  DCS on GOES-13 will remain turned off until the two satellites are close enough to be received by the same antennae settings..  On April 26, 2010, GOES-13 is expected  to arrive at 75.5W (about half a degree from GOES-12).  Once it arrives at 75.5W, we will turn on GOES-13 DCS.    FOR A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME (we hope less than one minute) THERE WILL BE INTERFERENCE BECAUSE BOTH SATELLITES WILL BE BROADCASTING DCS DATA.  During that time period, we will lose DCS data.  The transition will take place between 15 minutes after the hour and 45 minutes after the hour to help minimize the impact (we will advertise the actual time as soon as it is available.)   As soon as possible after confirmation of GOES-13 operations GOES-12 will be turned off and normal operations will resume.  Because the satellite downlink will be at the same frequency, and approximately the same geographical location, you should then receive data as normal, except it will be coming from GOES-13 instead of GOES-12.  That should be transparent to you, the users.  
We have determined that the pilot on GOES-13 is 2.6 kHz lower than the pilot on GOES-12, so those of you with Direct Readout Ground Systems (DRGSs) may take a little more time to reacquire the pilot signal.

We hope to minimize the impact on our users as much as possible, and apologize for the inconvenience.

