NOAA GOES Data Collection System (DCS)
Administrative and Data Distribution System
(DADDS)
General Usage Instructions
1.  Web Access
There are 4 DADDS sites:
	https://dcs1.noaa.gov
	https://dcs2.noaa.gov
	https://dcs3.noaa.gov
	https://dcs4.noaa.gov
DCS1 and DCS2 are at our Wallop CDA (WCDA) in Wallops, Virginia.  DCS3 and DCS4 are at our NOAA Satellite Operations Facility (NSOF) in Suitland, Maryland.  DCS1 and DCS2 use message data received at WCDA.  DCS3 and DCS4 use message data received at NSOF.  
Each of the 4 sites has its own database for table information (platforms, channels, users).  Updates on any of the 4 sites will be replicated (copied) to the other 4 sites.

2. User Registration
DADDS is a self registering site.  To use the system, click on the “Register” button on the first page, and enter all the information requested.  Your email address becomes your userid.
When registering, select a Personal Identification Number (PIN) and a password.  
PIN:
Your PIN will be 4 digits.  DO NOT FORGET YOUR PIN.  This is the one piece of information that can never be retrieved, reset, or modified.  NOAA staff can’t see your PIN.  Once it is lost, the only way to get back in is for NOAA to delete your account, and have you come back in and register anew.
PASSWORD:
Your password must follow NOAA password rules, which are currently:
· Minimum length of 12 characters. 
· Must contain at least 1 capital letter. 
· Must contain at least 1 lower case letter. 
· Must contain at least 1 special character. 
· Must contain at least 1 numeric character. 
· Cannot contain more than two repeating characters. 
 
Passwords:
· Expire after 60 days. 
· Cannot be re-used for a period of 2 years.
· If forgotten, may be reset with the “Forgotten Password” link.
· Partial password will be emailed by the system.
· Add your 4 digit PIN to the end to make complete password.
· You will be prompted to create a new one on first entry.
When registering, please send an email to Letecia.reeves@noaa.gov.
	Tell Letecia the email address that you used to register.
Give her the “Group ID” that goes with your login.  This is the 6 digit group code assigned to you when you register to use the system (i.e. SNAMHI)
Tell her the level of privilege that you require:
	Standard User needs to view data records.
	Master User needs to change data records.

TIP:  When registering, the most common error is to enter too much information for a field.  The system does not yet properly flag the error, and there are no available guidelines for field length yet.  The error received is a very general error.  If you get this error, and can’t figure out which field is too long, call Letecia at 301-817-4563.
You will receive an email notifying you when your account is activated.  Follow the instructions in the email to access your account.


3. DADDS Processes
Once you log onto the DADDS system, you will be on the “HOME” page. (NOTE:  We are in the process of redesigning these web pages, so the look may change over the coming months (for the better, we hope) but the function and feel will remain the same.)
Use the buttons on the top right to navigate through the system.  The buttons are:
	HOME
	CHANNEL STATS
	PROCESS STATS
	MESSAGE DATA
	PLATFORMS
	CHANNELS
You’ve already seen “HOME”.  
“CHANNEL STATS” gives you the option of looking at statistics for channel(s) by hour for one day, or for a range of days.  (There will be no statistics yet for the current day, so change the day to at least yesterday.)  You may choose one channel or ALL Channels.  Make sure to hit the “UPDATE GRID” button on the right.  (Ignore the SOURCE button.  There is currently only one source available, and the system defaults to that source.)  Statistics include number of messages expected, number received, number with several specific error codes, and channel utilization.  This is useful if you are missing data, and just want to make sure that a particular channel or demodulator is not having problems.
“PROCESS STATS” gives the status and the last restart time for each of NOAA’s processes.  Statistics include number of messages uplinked, update time, and date of last restart (“Up Since”.)
“MESSAGE DATA” holds all the data received in the system.  These data are put into tables, and may be queried based on various search criteria (see “Filters” in the next section.)
“PLATFORM” is the table that holds all the platform descriptions.  These tables may be queried also (see “Filters”).  Master users may make changes to platforms that belong to their group.
“RADIO” is the list of certified transmitters that can be used to send data.  Users may view records in this table, but may not change them.
“GROUP” is the list of user groups assigned access to the system.  Users may view all groups, including their own, but may not change them.


4. General Navigation
Columns in the grid on each page may be sorted by clicking on the column header.  One click sorts in ASCENDING (Increasing) order.  A second click sorts in DESCENDING (Decreasing) order.  
Page advance and page size are controlled at the bottom of each screen.  The default page size is 15 records.  Changing the page size to a larger number frequently makes moving through the pages easier when there is a large number.  The display at the bottom left shows the number of pages available based on the page size, in the second area at the bottom of the page.  To change the page size, type a number into the box, and click on “Change”.  (For example, if you have 215 records to view, you can make the page size 215 so that all records can be viewed at one time.)  The maximum page size is 500 records.  To advance the pages, click on the arrow in the page number display, or click on a specific page number being displayed.
5. Filters
Filters are a convenient way to query a table.  Filters can be applied to the following displays:
	Message Data
	Platforms
	Channels
	Radios
	Groups
The filters can be applied to any field in the grid, and may be used by clicking on the “add/edit filter” tab in each screen.  When the filter box appears choose the field to be queried from the drop down menu that appears.  Then choose the appropriate operator (i.e. is greater than, is equal to, contains, starts with, etc.)  then type in the value to be queried.  Formats will be consistent with the formats that appear in the display.  (Note:  the time field has been changed from legacy systems to include HH:MM:SS.xxx.  Most time fields include the 2 digit year and the Julian Day.)
You can choose as many fields to query as are available.  Note the condition at the top:  All criteria must be met is equivalent to an “and” condition.  Any criteria must be met is equivalent to an “or” condition.  Therefore, if you want to choose Group Code is equal to “USGS01” or Group Code is equal to “SNHAMI” click on “any condition must be met”.
When viewing the message data or the platform data screens, you may save a filter by clicking on the “save current filter” buttom, and entering a name into the pop up window.  The next time you go into that screen, click on the “View” tab and then click on “Load”.  You will then click on “add/edit filter”.  A filter window will pop up with your previously stored conditions.  Click on “Filter Results” to perform the query.   To delete a filter and start over, click on “clear filters”.

6. Exporting Results to a File:
From the “MESSAGE DATA” tab or the “PLATFORM” tab you may export the results of a query to a file.  Click on “Export to CSV” to save to a “Comma Separate Values” Excel file.  Click on Export to PDF to save to  a pdf file (Someday .  This option is not functional yet.)


