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  Report on JTA Meeting

The twenty-third meeting on the Argos Joint Tariff Agreement was held at Angra dos Reis, Brazil, 27-29 October 2003.  The meeting was hosted by the Brazilian National Institute of Meteorology (INMET) and the Directorate of Hydrology and Navigation of the Brazilian Navy (DHN).   Representatives of ten participating states, CLS and Service Argos participated with secretarial support provided by WMO, IOC and the IOC Rio GOOS Office.

Items of particular interest to the OPSCOM are listed below:

(i) The 'five-year plan' (2000-2004) was proving to be very successful in eliminating the JTA deficit.  As a consequence it was possible to reduce the basic tariff for 2004 based on a conservative projection for use in 2004.

(ii) Participants noted the request of the 37th OPSCOM concerning future tariff structure and established a working group tasked with proposing a new, simplified, scheme based on sound and equitable cost sharing principles, to be considered for implementation in 2005.  An outline of the proposed structure is presented elsewhere for consideration by the OPSCOM.

(iii) Revisions to the Argos System Use Agreement were discussed.  This resulted in agreement to revise the wording concerning financial liability for users whose platforms continue to transmit after the termination of their programmes.

