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NPOESS Update
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
NPOESS will acquire and receive, in real time at field terminals, and to acquire, store and disseminate to processing centers, global and regional environmental imagery and specialized meteorological, climatic, terrestrial, oceanographic and solar-geophysical and other data in support of DoC mission requirements, and DoD peacetime and wartime missions.  In this way NPOESS combines the resources of the military and civilian satellite programs and its international partners to minimize duplication of efforts and expand the environmental capability. 

The responsibilities for the NPOESS program extend from design, development, and acquisition of the next generation operational environmental satellites, through launch, on orbit operation, and delivery of raw data and derived products and applications to end users to improve operational meteorological and environmental forecasting and global climate monitoring services.  NOAA, in cooperation with its other U.S. partners, will ensure that the voluminous data acquired from these new space-based sensors are archived and made available to support long-term global environmental monitoring.

ACTION REQUIRED
No action required.
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STATUS OF U.S. PROCESSING AGREEMENT
The 2003 Terms and Conditions which define the preferential tariff afforded to U.S. Government users by the MOU between NOAA and CNES concerning the Argos Data Collection and Platform Location System were signed by Kenneth A. Mooney, Acting Director, Office of Global Programs, for NOAA and by William E. Woodward, President, Service Argos, Inc. (SAI), acting as agent for CNES.

Although the U.S. Argos Joint Tariff Agreement is negotiated in conjunction with, and therefore nearly identical to, the global agreement, the actual costs are computed based on the U.S. dollar since payment is made directly to Service Argos, Inc.  

In 2002, the U.S. contracted for 685.0 platform years (Ptt/yr) and actually used 1402 PTT/yr, thereby enjoying a full bonus of 570 Ptt/yr (82% of commitment).   The U.S. use showed an increase of 14% over 2001.  The total U.S. JTA cost for 2002 was $3.3M for 833.0 Ptt/yr and  41,305 Active Platform Months.

For 2003, the U.S. committed to 790.0 Ptt/yr and expects to use 43,400 Active Platform Months for a total estimated JTA cost of $3.3M.  The latest U.S. projection is 1,500 Ptt/yr which would be a 7% increase over the 2002 usage and 90% above the negotiated baseline  (790 Ptt/yr).  For future years, the U.S. is anticipating continued growth in the biologist research community and within NOAA for building a sustained ocean observing system for climate.

The U.S. Representative of Country (ROC) and Service Argos Inc., have further developed their partnership toward delivering the most efficient user service.  A new JTA invoice collection option was implemented in January 2003. Under this option, users can choose to have SAI bill them directly on the SAI quarterly invoice for JTA use during the prior quarter.  These users “pay as they go” and eliminate the second billing cycle (ROC annual invoice).  This is particularly attractive to small users and users with highly uncertain/problematic use.  SAI now handles about 44% of the JTA invoicing.  This helps the ROC deal with the dramatic JTA user growth.  It also virtually eliminates the risk of a SAI quarterly invoice payment delay as ROC-invoiced users pay in advance and SAI-invoiced users pay quarterly.  This is a win-win situation for all -- users can “pay as they go”, ROC has less invoice/collection responsibility, and SAI is in a healthier financial position. 

