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Agenda item G-1.4: Status of non environmental activity

Non-environmental programs include “sensitive use” programs operated by governmental agencies for law-enforcement, or by international governmental or non-profit organizations for humanitarian operations and also programs approved for episodic use because of potential risk of loss of life such as expeditions and yacht races. Note that technological programs dedicated to operate, test or improve the system and to design and produce users platforms are not considered in the non-environmental activity.

Over the year 2002, the averaged percentage has been 4.76% of the total activity in the system, which is quite the same value as in 2001. The maximum level, 5.31 %, was reached during the third quarter and this is due to the ‘loss of life” category which represented more that half the non-environmental activity at that time.

The tables give for 2002 and the first quarter of 2003 the load of the processed telemetry in Kbits for non-environmental programs compared with the total load for the whole system and the resulting percentage. The pie gives the breakdown of the activity between the different non environmental applications in the system : anti-piracy (Shiploc program), law enforcement, humanitarian operations (WFP program) and loss of life for the first quarter of 2003.

The total number of PTT-days generated by non-environmental programs over the first quarter of 2003 was 21141 (17230 in 2002 i.e. a 23% increase), which represents 235 active platforms on average, to be compared with the total number of active platforms averaged over the same period : 5265 (4697 in 2002 i.e. a 12% increase).

The charts show the occupancy of the system on May 14th, 2003. On that day, there were 5401 active platforms using 12.3% of the Argos 2 capacity. Out of them, 236 non-environmental active platforms were representing 4.21 % of the system use.

The figures given on the curves represent the local percentage of the system capacity used by non-environmental platforms and based on the specifications of the Argos 2 on-board instrument.

Monitoring of non-environmental programs in 2002
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Monitoring of non-environmental programs in 2003
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