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  Report on JTA Meeting

The twenty-second meeting on the Argos Joint Tariff Agreement was held at Trois Ilets, La Martinique, France, 21-23 October 2002. The meeting was hosted by the Regional Office for Antilles-Guyanne, Météo-France and was attended by representatives of eleven participating states, CLS and Service Argos with secretarial support provided by WMO, IOC and Météo-France.

The participants noted that the 5-year plan (2000-2004) was operating successfully and the latest projection indicated that the JTA deficit would be eliminated by 2005.

PTT-Year consumption had continued to rise significantly although contracted numbers only increased slightly due to the operation of the bonus scheme.

The terms and conditions relating to excess use (over the maximum bonus level) were modified to avoid penalising users with rapidly expanding programmes. It was recognised that the existing rule was not intended to discourage use of the system over and above contracted levels for those users qualifying for the bonus.  (Note: the 'bonus' scheme allows participants to consume more than the contracted number of PTT-years without additional charge provided the number contracted each year equals or exceeds the previous years contracted number)

During the discussion of user requirements two item of special interest to the Operations Committee were raised

(1) A request to include in the Argos development programme an enhancement of the GTS sub-system to relay data from satellite systems without GTS processing capability provided such data were suitably formatted.

(2) A strong recommendation to consider reactivating the Lannion global ground station in view of serious effect its closure had on the timeliness of data reception for many applications.

The latter request has potentially large financial implications, however the JTA participants urge the OPSCOM to examine the feasibility of reactivating the Lannion station if at all possible in view of the wide benefit to a large number of users beyond the DBCP and JTA communities.

