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Agenda Item E-1.2: NPOESS Overview Brief

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
NPOESS will acquire and receive, in real time at field terminals, and to acquire, store and disseminate to processing centers, global and regional environmental imagery and specialized meteorological, climatic, terrestrial, oceanographic and solar-geophysical and other data in support of DoC mission requirements, and DoD peacetime and wartime missions.  In this way NPOESS combines the resources of the military and civilian satellite programs and its international partners to minimize duplication of efforts and expand the environmental capability. 

The responsibilities for the NPOESS program extend from design, development, and acquisition of the next generation operational environmental satellites, through launch, on orbit operation, and delivery of raw data and derived products and applications to end users to improve operational meteorological and environmental forecasting and global climate monitoring services.  NOAA, in cooperation with its other U.S. partners, will ensure that the voluminous data acquired from these new space-based sensors are archived and made available to support long-term global environmental monitoring.

ACTION REQUIRED
No action required.

